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Crossing the Spuibach in two columns, Uwarow, with the
3 jager regiments, and a few cavalry, went to the right towards
Lawden. He found the village already occupied, and came
under artillery fire from a Trench battery on the G-aberberg.
Making a circuit out of range, he occupied the wood with the

The other column, commanded by Koschin, who had so
distinguished himself at Pultusk, and Fock, crossed the
Spuibach at the main road, just as Bagration's men were
retreating before St. Cyr. Turning to its right, the column
fell upon Murat's cavalry,* as it was deploying, and, at
the first onset, carried it away in confusion back towards
Langwiese. Napoleon, seeing the advance of the Eussian
cavalry, had sent Savary t to support Murat with his two
fusilier regiments and 12 guns. In order to reach the plain
where Murat was manoeuvring, Savary had to pass a long
defile between marshes, and through the village of Lang-
wiese, This defile, he perceived, was also the only line of
retreat of the cavalry, should they be defeated. Had he met
them in it, the results must have been disastrous; he hurried
forward as fast as possible. He had scarcely deployed, two
battalions in front and the rest in columns on his flanks,
when he was almost carried away by Murat's cavalry, fleeing

* The " journaux de marche " of the cavalry reserve (Arch. Hist) show, as

2nd and 3rd divisions heavy cavalry,
1st division dragoons;

in all, between 6000 and 7000 sabres.

f Some Jftench writers have endeavoured to ignore the presence of Napoleon
on the battlefield. It is, however, proved (a) by Savary's statement, as in the
text, in his account of his Action (in. 79-81); (5) by a statement on p. 162,
vol. xvii., of the work, Victoires, Conguetes, etc., des Franfais, published at
Paris in 1818, and certainly not prejudiced against Napoleon; (c) by a picture
of the battle in the museum at Versailles.

Hcepfner (id. 609) says he arrived at the front af 10 am. It is curious that
Hcepfner makes no mention of Savary's part in this cavalry action. It is also
difficult to believe that he has not (lii. 607) understated the strength of
Uwarow's attacking cavalry at 1000. He had most of 25 squadrons, besides the
rallied cavalry of Bagration.